
WALWORTH TOWN HALL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL
General Projects have submitted a planning and listed building application for a 
development proposal for the former Walworth Town Hall and Newington Library.

The proposal seeks to bring back the fire damaged Town Hall into use and to link it to the 
former library building, to create a new employment, creative and community hub.

This will be completed through a sympathetic, light-touch restoration seeking to celebrate 
the iconic architecture. The only key interventions that are being put forth are the 
introduction of a new external staircase and entrance from Walworth Square, and a new lift 
core in the building’s courtyard. These works are deemed as essential in order to:

• Make the building DDA compliant
• Improve efficiency and circulation
• Open the building to the new square and create a new organic link to the new Elephant & 

Castle centre

Proposed public entrance lobby and cafe Proposed council chamber
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The redevelopment process has been a collaborative process with the London Borough of 
Southwark, Historic England, and the community. To date, extensive outreach has been 
completed in the form of drop-in events, public presentations, roundtable meetings and 
review panels, surveys, online consultations and over 400 community members have provided 
valuable feedback which have contributed to the proposed designs.

Our proposal seeks to provide a mix of studio workspaces and co- working for the creative 
industries designed around a new cultural, educational and community hub. The development 
will bring:

• 4,372 sqm of co-working, start-up and SMEs workspaces, and educational spaces
• 404 sqm of publicly accessible café and lobby space
• 297 sqm* of new community space
* 25 sqm is the mezzanine gallery which will not be accessible to the public but will be used for art and exhibition 
displays.

The vibrant hub will house a mix of SMEs, welcoming 370 workers into the building. This will 
be complemented by creative educational facilities to further energise the new uses, all of 
which will be centered around the 676 sqm of publicly accessible community centre and café / 
lobby space. 

Prior to the fire in 2013, when the buildings were still be operated as a town hall and a library, 
1,126sqm of space was accessible to the public, albeit 34% was only accessible during public 
committees and meetings. Our proposal, together with Southwark’s new Library and 
Heritage Centre, will offer 1,179sqm of space accessible to the public.

In addition to the public areas, the former library room, council chamber, mayor’s office and 
grand staircase will become accessible to the public during a number of days every year 
through various events and functions.

The new community centre will be operated by a third-party not-for-profit organization that 
will be selected in 2021 by a new “Community Room Board”, which will consist of 
representatives from Southwark Council, General Projects and local community 
representatives selected from an open recruitment process. The board is expected to be 
incorporated later this year after further community roundtable meetings.

Proposed first floor terrace Proposed courtyard
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Proposed community room Proposed office


