
WALWORTH SOCIETY GENERAL MEETING – MINUTES 

7.00pm – Thursday 18th February 2021 (Online) 

 

Welcome and introductions: The chair welcomed everybody to the meeting and ran through the 

protocols for our online Walworth Society meetings. 

 

Attendance: Aaron Burton-Crisostomo, Abby Burton-Crisostomo, Amanda Sewell, Bridget Bell, 

Catherine Jeater (Southwark Council speaker), Cllr Stephanie Cryan (speaker) Diana Cochrane, 

Henry Lee, Jeremy Leach (Chair), Neil Crossfield, Peter Wright, Terry Hanafin, Tyrone Landau, 

Vince Brown, plus one other. 

Apologies: Steve Lancashire. 

1. Minutes of January general meeting and matters arising 

a. Minutes agreed as correct record, there were no matters arising. 

 

2. Planning matters 

a. Walworth Town Hall: JL reported that planning permission for Walworth Town 

Hall was granted in December 2020.  

 

3. Councillor Stephanie Cryan Southwark Council Cabinet Member for Jobs, Culture and 

Skills 

a. Walworth Town Hall 

i. Cllr SC reported to the meeting that she has met with General Projects 

(GP), construction is due to start in August 2021 and to open Spring 2023. 

One aim to create a large number of jobs. There will be affordable 

workspace and Southwark will work with GP to promote the space to 

local entrepreneurs and start-ups in Walworth.   

ii. There is an existing agreed commitment to establish a Managing Board to 

assess the potential management of the community space. It is important 

to establish a good process that is impartial to select the board so 

Southwark will use a third-party organisation to help with that 

recruitment - this must be a transparent process. The Cabinet Member 

and a ward Councillor will be on the Managing Board. The regeneration 

team are now looking at organisations who can oversee the selection of 

the Board.  

iii. Cllr SC is happy to come along to future WS meetings and update about 

what is happening. Aim for the community space not to be just 9-5 but to 

be accessible. Will be opening up the community space to tender once 

the Board has been selected, and there will be opportunities for 

collaboration between local groups. 



b. High Streets and Town Centres 

i. The Covid pandemic is having a significant impact on local businesses. 

Southwark Council is committed to supporting the local town centres as 

we emerge from the pandemic. A worry is that if units are left empty, 

then industries that do not serve the local community well (eg Pay Day 

lenders), will take up these spaces.  

ii. The plans are about having a good public realm, about the cultural 

aspect, the 15-minute city, the overall experience and especially East 

Street Market.  

c. Southwark Heritage Centre and Walworth Library 

i. It was hoped to open before Christmas but this has been delayed until 

2021 because of Covid. There will be 20,000 new books in the new 

library, 22 designated quiet study spaces, events space with seating for 

up to 50 people, space for 300 items that Southwark has in its collections, 

a wall dedicated to the Southwark Art Collection. Space dedicated to 

Southwark’s heritage including 60 pieces from collections. There is a 

planned Faraday room that has no digital connection at all!  

ii. Now just waiting for an IT fit-out and this should happen in the next 

month. It is hoped that the opening will be 22nd March if this can be done 

in line with COVID requirements. If a full opening is not possible a click 

and collect service will be provided. There will be a full opening 

celebration at some point in the future. Part of the story of Southwark 

will be opportunities to tell about current history.  

iii. Cllr SC will send survey that Southwark have produced and would like to 

undertake a session about recent local history under the title of 

Southwark Today with the Walworth Society on Tuesday 2nd March at 

6pm. 

d. Answers to questions 

i. In response to questions from DC Cllr SC said that people can bring drinks 

into the new library in a specifically designed space but there is not a 

coffee shop in the library.  

ii. Southwark are keen to factor in the Heritage Action Zone (HAZ) into the 

future plans for the Walworth Road. Southwark will be putting together 

the investment that has already been planned along with other potential 

funding sources. GLA are looking at the recovery of London and one of 

the core elements of that is the 15-minute city and the accessibility of 

goods and services to the local area. UK Government is proposing to set 

up a shared prosperity fund…more will become clear on that in the next 

12 months or so. Keen to get local people involved in these discussions 

about the future of communities. Cllr SC chairs a working group that aims 

to ensure that local communities will be involved in the development of 

post-COVID plans. Cllr SC shares concerns about changes in planning laws 

that may lead to the loss of retail units and the opportunities for start-



ups and pop-ups to fill these those spaces rather than their being turned 

into residential.  

iii. TH asked about the E&C end of the W Rd and the Delancey scheme and 

proposed changes from a 1,000 cinema seats to 500 seats. TH noted the 

proposal for a new leisure space in the building that adjoins the top of 

the W Rd and that there is the potential to create a real nexus of cultural 

activities rather than being spread out over a wide area. Cllr SC replied 

that she is keen to look at this opportunity and the potential to more fully 

recreate the offer that the E&C once had.  

iv. AS asked about the new library opening and the opportunities for helping 

people to get to know their local Safer Neighbourhood Teams and the 

officers who work in them. Cllr SC replied that this is a great idea and she 

will look into it. 

v. TL asked about the process for adding material and virtual items to the 

Southwark heritage collection. Cllr SC replied the collection is continually 

expanding but storage costs are an issue, she will investigate the criteria 

for adding to the collection and pass on to the WS. 

vi. JL raised the issue of the potential of widening the space for people (inc. 

pavements) at the northern and southern ends of the Walworth Road. 

The road expands unnecessarily from two to four lanes at each end and 

this space would be better used for pedestrians and reducing the impact 

of motor vehicles. SC agreed road crossing safety and age friendly streets 

should be part of the High St discussion and will raise this issue with 

cabinet colleagues. 

 

4. Catherine Jeater – Design and Conservation Team Leader in Southwark Council 

planning team 

a. Old Kent Road  

i. CJ reported that there are five new proposed Conservation Areas (CAs) 

along the Old Kent Road as part of the Old Kent Road Area Action Plan. 

There are a total of 49 CAs in Southwark. The new areas are Thomas A 

Becket and High Street, Yates Estate and Victory, The Mission (area 

surrounding Elsted St), Livesey and Kentish Drovers and Bird in Bush 

(junction with Commercial Way).  

ii. Consultation on the proposed CAs runs to 30th April. The consultation 

includes options to widen the proposed areas, if other areas should be 

included, and opportunities to describe memories, cultural and social 

experiences. They would be of real value to the Council. Potential to go 

back to the June 2021 Planning Committee. The links to the consultations 

can be found at: 

 https://consultations.southwark.gov.uk/consultation_finder/?sort

_on=iconsultable_enddate&sort_order=ascending&advanced=1&

st=open and are: 



- https://consultations.southwark.gov.uk/corporate-

strategy/proposedbecketconservationarea/ 

- https://consultations.southwark.gov.uk/corporate-strategy/proposed-

mission-conservation-area/ 

- https://consultations.southwark.gov.uk/corporate-

strategy/proposedyatesandvictoryconservationare/ 

- https://consultations.southwark.gov.uk/corporate-strategy/proposed-

kentish-drovers-conservationarea/ 

- https://consultations.southwark.gov.uk/corporate-strategy/proposed-

livesey-conservation-area/ 

iii. DC asked whether an Article 4 direction would go on all buildings in the 

CA; CJ said that an Article 4 direction is for identified buildings rather 

than all properties. DC asked whether all Article 4s go on the Land 

Registry entry; CJ confirmed that they do.  

iv. PW asked about people wanting to improve their homes with e.g., double 

glazing. CJ said that if an Article 4 direction had been applied to the 

building then planning permission would be required for external 

changes.  

v. PW asked about the orchard and the opportunity of including that in the 

CA designation. CJ suggested making that point in the consultation 

response.  

vi. TL asked about Henshaw St and the consistency of the facades. Is there a 

mechanism to make sure that people know how to renovate buildings 

back to their more authentic state if they are undertaking significant 

works. CJ replied that Southwark only insist if planning permission is 

required; where planning is not required Southwark could only give 

guidance on consistency. 

b. Walworth Town Hall 

i. CJ reported that the Section 106 discussion is in a ‘toing and froing’ stage 

– a finalised draft should go to councillors sometime in April or May. CJ 

met with the planning applicant and their new conservation architects - 

who are a scholarly conservation practice. They are proposing to take the 

design/conservation up a step and will be providing samples of the 

joinery as an evidence base to go in the planning application.  

ii. DC asked about fitting of the services and how they will be integrated 

into the development…CJ confirmed that discussion around this is part of 

this current process, which will be a ‘room by room’ look at the design.  

 

5. Bridget Bell from Plane Hell Action South East 

a. BB spoke about the DfT consultation on night flights. BB noted that there is 

much concern about flights that fly over concentrated flight paths - particularly 

night flights which run from 4.30am to 11.30pm. South East London is much 

affected and Plane Hell are asking for people to respond to the consultation to 

say that night flights should be stopped.  



b. BB requested WS to support the Plane Hell Action South East response and 

support the call for No Night Flights – this was agreed and the WS will feature in 

the next newsletter. The 3rd March is the deadline for the first consultation. BB 

urged people to send a copy of their response to the local MP.  

 

6. AOB: There was no other business. 

 

7. Next meeting 18th March which will discuss the Heritage SPD/Local List and the Old Kent 

Road planning team will also attend to discuss the Area Action Plan which is currently 

out for consultation: https://consultations.southwark.gov.uk/corporate-

strategy/okraapdec20/ 

 

 


