
WALWORTH SOCIETY GENERAL MEETING - MINUTES 

7.00pm – Thursday 20th May 2021 (Online)  

 

 

 Welcome, apologies and introductions 

Jeremy welcomed everyone to the meeting 

Attendance: Jeremy Leach (Chair), Diana Cochrane, Vincent Brown, Tyrone Landau, Christine Tan, 

Neil Crossfield, Tracy Crossfield, Norma Lawrence, Amanda Sewell, Susan Crisp, Richard Galpin, 

Sophie Tayler, Aaron Crisostomo Burton, Abby Crisostomo Burton, Lise Magnollay, Shelagh Kavanagh 

(Minutes), John Whelan, Steve Lancashire, Tina, Darret Tomlin. 

Apologies: Peta Steel. 

1. Minutes of our March meeting and matters arising. 

a. There was no meeting in April, the last minutes were for March 2021 and agreed as 

a true record.  

b. Stephanie Ostrich in her role as the Walworth HAZ officer has made a submission for 

funding for the HAZ project – will update next meeting. 

c. DC responded to the action plan for the Old Kent Road in relation to the proposed 

Conservation Areas.  

d. Cllr Alice McDonald now up to speed on Town Hall project. 

e. The chair has submitted an objection to building works at side of Burgess Park as 

requested by Friends of Burgess Park and agreed at meeting. 

f. DC urged people to volunteer for plant swap on Saturday 22nd May. 

 

2. Southwark Supertram - update from Sophie Tayler of SE5 Forum for Camberwell 

a. ST updated the meeting on the Supertram project: a private sector initiative to run a 

tram line between Denmark Hill (Kings College Hospital) and London Bridge (Guys 

Hospital) via Walworth Road and Borough High St. The SE5 Forum are supporting the 

project by connecting the project team to local stakeholders.  

b. ST outlined some of the challenges and progress made so far. Work has been carried 

out assessing the risks of the project such as whether traffic congestion will be 

reduced, and disruption during building. There are issues with the width of 

Walworth Road and Borough High St in some places. The building method and 

technology involves digging out only a shallow amount of road, putting down 

concrete slabs that will hold the rails. This should mean 100m of track can be laid 

per week. If there is one team only working on the project, that means 90 weeks of 

work, but if increased to 2 teams is 45 weeks. Traffic will be able to move round the 

works using a one-way traffic light system as for usual road works.   

c. TfL have seen the proposals and are positive, and at a recent full Southwark Council 

meeting, Labour and Lib-Dem members voted on a motion to support the tram. 

(More info at http://www.southwark-supertram.co.uk/) 

 

Q&A/Comments 

d. AS noted, that when there is a blockage on the Walworth Road, buses are diverted 

to Heygate St and Thurlow Road to reach Camberwell. What will happen for trams? 

ST replied trams would only be able to travel up to the disruption and then return as 

there is no alternative track. 



e. RG asked about the fare structure. ST replied that it would be on a par with bus fares 

and people could use Oyster cards. 

f. LM commented that the data displayed on the slides did not show a difference in 

waiting times at junctions. She also said that she knew that trams were a great 

success elsewhere – for example in Geneva. 

g. NC commented that he was in favour in general, but asked how the overhead lines 

would impact on the conservation area and the moves by the HAZ project to 

improve the look of the shop fronts on the Walworth Road. ST replied that the 

proposal would avoid fixed poles and use wires instead. She said that Bath – a city 

full of historic buildings – is also proposing to move to trams. When the planning 

proposal reaches the Council, ST expects the heritage officers to raise these issues 

too.  

h. NL asked if the tram would affect the bus service and also if the road will need to be 

widened. ST replied that the trams can carry much larger numbers of people so it is 

possible that TfL may change some bus services. The plan does not involve widening 

any roads. 

i. JL asked about the impact on cyclists particularly if wheels can get caught in the 

tracks. SK also has concerns for cyclists on the route, as large volumes of cyclists 

currently travel alongside the buses on the route and buses are considerably shorter 

than trams.  

j. ST replied Southwark Supertram had met with Southwark Cyclists to get their 

opinions especially on junctions. In Sheffield (where a tram service has run for many 

years), there was a lot of education and training for cyclists to minimise casualties. 

k. NL reminded us that there was a tram scheme proposed to go along Thurlow Street 

to Peckham about 20 years ago.  JL noted that was the Cross River Tram scheme was 

proposed under Ken Livingstone but dropped in 2008 when Boris Johnson took 

office. 

l. JL thanked ST for coming to meeting. 

 

3. Walworth Neighbourhood Food Model - presentation by Richard Galpin. 

a. RG was in the team that set up the Walworth Living Room in Surrey Square, an 

extension of Pembroke House which has been active in Walworth since 1885. The 

Living Room is intended to be a drop-in centre, but during Covid, they had to close 

their doors. While they were not originally intended as a food bank, they found they 

were well positioned to provide that service and became one of Southwark’s eight 

food hubs, providing 800 deliveries a week at peak using up to 150 volunteers, 

including many cycle couriers. DC designed the one-way system in the building for 

Covid security.  

b. They now want to take the good examples of that project into a long-term project 

connected to food security in the area. Rather than looking at a national or borough 

level, the project wants to look at neighbourhood level (ie Walworth) and examine 

four areas of activity: food production, processing, distribution and consumption. 

The presentation showed that in Walworth we consume a lot of food (£94 million 

spent a year across 45,000 inhabitants), but produce almost none, process very little 

and distribute only a little. A neighbourhood approach could help to increase those 

aspects and encourage less waste, and a greener approach. For example, 

encouraging more food businesses to use the market in East St, encouraging 

supermarkets to pass on surplus food. 

 

 

 



Q&A/Comments 

c. JL mentioned the new Hermanos coffee roasters in the Low Line as an example of a 

processor of food in the area.  

d. SC said it was important to note the difference between community kitchens and 

commercial kitchens and it is clear to her that there is a big demand for food 

preparation and distribution. Southwark Cyclists have made a presentation on “last 

mile deliveries” where Walworth is well positioned to deliver food to West End 

shops and restaurants. It is important to have local businesses with a social aspect 

and she asked people to go to the Clubhouse Café in Burgess Park which is 

supporting Burgess Sports and will be operating at least until Christmas. 

e. DC said there is a dark kitchen behind Morrison’s and wouldn’t it be great if 

Morrison’s could pass their surplus directly to the kitchen.  

f. It was noted that there is a cycle and van scheme in Milton Keynes to collect left 

over food to pass to the community. Southwark is looking at that model. 

g. It was noted that Olio is an app where people can offer or obtain surplus food (more 

info at olioex.com) 

 

4. Burgess Park Crowdfunder – presentation by Susan Crisp of Friends of Burgess Park (FOBP) 

a. FOBP want to raise the profile of the woodland areas of the park and how they may 

be adversely impacted by proposals for tall buildings on the southern side of the 

park. FOBP have commissioned London Wildlife Trust to provide an evidence-based 

approach to the objection. Their original crowdfunder goal 

(https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/burgess-park-

woodlands?tk=231b2bef6e0ceec2554dd590d50d8e99f01decf5) was £1,500 but 

FOBP have raised £1,920 in two weeks, with the additional money they can extend 

the survey. 

b. The developers claim that the proposed buildings will not adversely affect the 

amount of light needed for the woodland, and that a tree only needs two hours of 

sunlight a day (RG has told SC that an apple tree needs eight hours of sunshine to 

thrive).  

c. The planning applications will be submitted soon, so there will be a need for a 

further push to protect the woodland. There will be a workshop on these issues on 

22nd June. 

d. The Garden Museum also have a petition to protect sunlight on all of London’s 

parks, please sign at https://gardenmuseum.org.uk/join-our-fight-for-the-sun/. 

 

Q&A/Comments 

e. RG asked if FOBP need input from ecologists. SC replied that they are working with 

London Wildlife Trust because they know the park well, having done a survey of six 

areas in 2014. It is always useful to have more experts but they are focussing on the 

woodlands now, having had a focus on the lake for some time. SC expects that there 

will be development one way or another, so this survey can be rerun in five years to 

review the woodlands, and this time there will be real data to compare. It is not just 

for the sake of the wildlife and woodlands, If the space is pleasant, it will be more 

attractive and promote better health for the people who use it. 

f. SK asked about the nesting swans whose eggs are long overdue. SC said they come 

to the park each year but have not yet succeeded in producing any cygnets. 

g. JL thanked SC for the update. 

 

 



5. Planning matters including (21/AP/1032) 220-222 Walworth Road. 

a. JL observed that there is a lot of pressure on the Walworth Road to build upwards 

and to alter shop fronts in a way that goes against the conservation area guidelines. 

b. JL listed three current planning issues that WS are proposing to object to: 

i. The freeholder 220-222 Walworth Road wants to raise the height of the 

original building to the same height as the neighbouring newer building. 

ii. Shop at 211 Walworth Road proposes an illuminated box sign on the front. 

iii. Corner of Fielding St sand the W Rd where V-roof and chimney under threat. 

 

6. Walworth Town Hall - update. 

a. JL, DC and VB have met Cllr Merrill as the three North Walworth Councillors will be 

the ones who sign off the Section 106 agreement. 

b. JL spoke to the Southwark Council officers and was informed that the S106 is taking 

longer than expected to finalise - it is now expected to be signed off in June. General 

Projects expect to start work in the summer with an expected finish date of 2023. 

c. Southwark Council is setting up a management board consisting of the developers, 

community and young people, as well as Southwark Council representatives.  

Southwark are hiring an external consultant to select people to be on the board. DC 

said she hopes they will select people with good local knowledge. 

 

7. Walworth HAZ - update  

a. Stephanie Ostrich will come to next meeting with Purcells who have been appointed 

to work on the shopfront improvement project. 

b. NL said that lots of shop keepers are concerned that they have been interviewed but 

have heard nothing about what is happening to their shops  

 

8. Walworth Stories project - update. 

a. Waiting for the result of a bid to Historic England – should have info at next meeting. 

b. DC said HE are excited by the way the Walworth Society does original research and 

how we work with local people and try to present information in a creative way. 

 

9. Any Other Business 

a. JW reported on the Kaleidoscope Festival which NL is also involved in and which will 

take place over the summer. The festival will celebrate the diverse cultural heritage 

of the area and include an Africa Day on Sept 11th in the grounds of St Peter’s 

Church. NL noted that a number of Walworth Society members were involved in 

organising the festival and the WS should consider having a stall as a way of 

encouraging a wider cultural input to the society. JL agreed and pledged that the WS 

will definitely have a stall. 

b. JW also announced a number of Community Hub events upcoming including a movie 

night. 

c. JL asked if we felt we were ready to return to a face-to-face meeting soon and 

consensus was very much that we were (interspersed with online meetings too). 

d. DC announced the new water feature at Elephant Park will soon be open to all with 

enormous sand pits. NL was responsible for public water fountains being installed on 

the site. 

 

Date of next meeting: Thursday June 17th 2021 7pm on Zoom. 


