
A Short History of the Beehive PH by Diana Cochrane 

 

According to the Story of Walworth, in the late C18th, “Mr Keen, a local landowner, and landlord of the 

Beehive Tavern, built a terrace of houses along the Walworth Road called Keen’s Row.” This is the 

terrace that runs from Carter Place to Sutherland Walk. It is not known where the Beehive Tavern was 

situated at this time, although Mr Keen was a wealthy individual because he built himself a large house 

and garden facing Walworth Road where the former police station in Carter Place is now located. His 

front garden became Carter Place Gardens which was not built over until 2012. 

 

The current Beehive Pub was built around 1827 when Carter Street was formed. It included an acre of 

gardens which is marked as the “Bee Hive Tea Gardens “on the 1830 map. The pub and its gardens were 

linked by “a little wooden bridge.”   

 

The garden was renamed The Beehive Cricket Ground on the 1840 map, when the landlord Robert 

Groom called the tavern, “The Beehive and Cricketers”. The Montpelier Cricket Club had been based at 

the nearby Montpelier tea Gardens from 1796 until they moved to play at the Beehive grounds in 1831. 

They played there until 1844 when the land was purchased by developers. The Montpelier Club had to 

find a new home for their club at the nearby Oval, where they are still based today. 

The Beehive Pub has been serving the local community continuously in his location since 1827. Its 

survival is even more remarkable because everything around it was demolished after a World War 2 

bomb exploded in Carter Street, resulting in the demolition of every building around it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 


